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Welcome 
New GHHA Medical Staff and Allied Health Professional 
Members 
T 
Vadim Loshakov, MD 
Active Staff 
Obstetrics/Gynecology 
Fawaz Nassar, MD · 
Active Staff 
Internal Medicine 
Philip Benyo, PA-C 
Dependent Allied Health Professional 
Under the supervision of Philip Benyo, MD 
Robert Flora, CRNA 
Dependent Allied Health Professional 











Happy Doctors • Day and thanks for all 








PHONE CODE CHANGES 









MEDICAL STAFF LINK 
Outpatient Rehab Services 
"Physician Certification, 
Re,Certification, and Medicare 
Patients" 
Medicare requires that physician certification is 
mandatory when a physician refers a patient for 
outoatient occuoational nhvsical or soeech theraov 
services. This regulation applies to all providers of 
outpatient rehab services. 
The Plan of Care for an outpatient is contained 
within the OT, PT, or Speech Therapy evaluation, 
which is sent to the referring physician. A certifica-
tion form is sent to the referring physician for the 
physician to sign and return to the GHHA Rehabilita-
tion & Fitness Center. It is important that physicians 
sign and promptly return the Physician Certification 
Form. 
Medicare also requires that physicians re-certify 
Medicare patients every 30 days following the initial 
certification. Updates are sent from OT, PT, or 
Speech Therapy either prior to a patient's visit to the 
referring physician or at least every 30 days. It is 
vital that the re-certification forms be promptly re-
turned to the GHHA Rehabilitation & Fitness Center. 
If a re-certification. form is not on file, than the 
patient may not be able to receive outpatient services, 
and care may be interrupted. This is a Medicare 
regulation and applies to all providers of outpatient 
rehab services. 
The Alliance's Rehabilitation & Fitness Center will 
work with physician offices in dealing with these 
M~icare [~gulations. If you have any questions 
pl~ase ca(hus at 459-3467. 
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NEWS from the 
Cardiac Testng Department 
We purchased 4 new GE Vivid 7 Echocardio-
gram Machines, 2 for each campus. 
We also purchased 2 Reading stations for these 
macmnes 1 at eacn campus. Tms wtH enable the 
Cardiologists to read echos at the reading station 
instead of at the echo machine, all studies are 
transferred to the station as soon as they are 
completed. 
• Dobutamine Stress Echos are available at both 
campuses. 
• We began EECP (Enhanced External Counter-
pulsation) treatments at Hazleton Saint Joseph 
Campus. This treatment will help patients suf-
fering from angina. The treatment is given I 
hour/day, 5 days/week for 7 weeks for a total of 
35 treatments. The treatment must be referred 
through a cardiologist. 
• TEE (Transesophageal Echocardiograms) are 
also available through either Dr. Stephen Wolk 
or Dr. Alva Smith at the Hazleton Saint Joseph 
Campus. 
Please contact Mary T. Alimecco, RN if you have 
any questions or to schedule EECP treatments or 
TEE test. 
ACLS Renewal Course 
for Physicians 
July 28 and August 4, 2003 
6 p.m. to l 0 p.m. 
Hazleton Saint Joseph Campus, Board Room 
To register call Paula Triano at 501-6222. 
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r-r============~ Medical Record Tip! 1 1 
I I I I ' NEED BLOODWORK? I ! 
I 
' 
No Appointment Needed! i 
j 
Do you require blood testing to monitor a health 
condition such as diabetes, high cholesterol, PSA 
level, etc? 
The Greater Hazleton Health Alliance already has 
Lab Work Services available at the Dessen Center-
1000 Alliance Drive, off the Airport Belt-
way ...... .. open daily (excluding Holidays) Monday 
through Saturday from 7 am - 11 am. 
Starting February 1Oth, 2003, Lab Work Services 
will also be available at the Conyngham Physician 
Offices ..... as part of Gould's Plaza on Route 
93 ... .. on Mondays and Wednesdays from 7 am- 11 
am (excluding Holidays). 
AT BOTH SITES: 
A physician's prescription must be brought for the 
testing and the patient's health insurance cards. All 
testing is processed at the GHHA Hospital Labora-
tories in Hazleton ...... confidential results are re-
ported directly to the physician. 
New Equipment! 
~ Phillips Argus Nuclear Medicine Gamma Cam-
. era (<;SC) 
=>- )hillips ·MX8000 CT Scanner (BSC) 
·._ ' .;Capability to do heart scans and virtual 
. • eolonoscopies 
~ A Super C-Arm (BSC OR) for spinal and inter-
ventional surgeries. 
~ Central Monitoring for Family Birthing Center-
installation in March. 
I 
~ Do NOT use WHITE OUT on the patient's 
medical record. It has been noted that some 
physicians and/or their office staff are using 
WHITE OUT on entries in the medical record. 
Most specifically this has been noted on the 
Short Stav H&P form to chanl!e the Date of 
Patient Examination. Please note that it is 
fraudulent to alter a date in this manner. The 
date of patient examination should be accurately 
reflected on the H&P form. Because of the rule 
that requires the H&P to be updated by the 
physician if it is more than (7) days old, it is our 
thought that offices are changing the date in this 
manner. This can not be done. Please advise 
your staff that they merely must note that there 
were NO CHANGES to the H&P, date, and 
have the physician sign off that this is the case. 
If there were changes NOTE THE CHANGES, 
date, and sign off on the entry. This then meets 
all the requirements. Please share this informa-
tion with your office staff. 
Thank you for your attention and cooperation 
with this matter. 
Phone Code Changes at 
Hazleton General Campus 
In a continuing effort to standardize emergency 
codes and safety procedures at both hospitals, 
Hazleton General Campus will now begin to call 
their own emergency codes by dialing 180 # to ac-
cess the paging system without switchboard in-
volvement. When using 180 #, four short chimes 
will sound over the paging system, which is very 
similar to the current "chime" that Hazleton Gen-
eral Campus has in place. After the four chimes the 
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~edical ~ibrary 
Broad Street Campus 
24 Hour Catd Access- All members of the medical Staff have 24-hour_access/ 7days a week to the Medical 
Library now located on the 3 rd floor of the Human Resource Bldg. During off-hours the medical staff must 
use the handicapped entrance (side entrance) to gain access. 
There is a card reader to get in the door. Hold your ID badge to the reader and watch for the light to turn 
green. Use the elevator to get to the 3'd floor. There is another card reader t<? the right of the library main 
entrance. 
Four Computer Stations- There are four computer stations in the library and no passwords are needed to 
connect to the Internet. 
New Online Programs- All of the following can be used by any computer with Internet access. Contact 
the library for a password 
• EMedicine - This program includes thousands of peer reviewed medical reference_articles, high-
resolution collection of over 10,000 pictures. 
• Online Textbooks - Harrisons Online (now incorporates New England Journal ofMedicine; Mi-
cromedix USPDI; ACS Surgery and Scientific American Online 
PROGRAMS That Can Only be used on Library Computers: 
• Up To Date - Practical, specific and well- referenced recommendations on diagnosis and therapy. A 
faculty oimore than 2,900 leading clinicians synthesizes the latest evidence and best practices and 
provide detailed recommendations. 
• MD Consult- over 35 full textbooks, 45 full text clinical journals, 3000 drugs, 6000 patient education 
handouts. 600 clinical practice guidelines. 
Online Card Catalog -www .ghha.org/library _ card.html 
The card catalog can be accessed from any computer with Internet access. The complete collection of 
library holdings is online. The catalog has been recently updated with clickable links that allow patrons to 
browse the ~atalog and click on hyper links to view other resources related to the record at hand. 
...... ~~ 1 ) 
Th~~k You~ Memorial in memory of Dr.Koch 
; -
The library received $500.00 from physicians for books in memory of Dr.Koch. I intend to purchase a 
variety of books on Alternative Medicine for the Community Health Library. All books purchased will be 
designat~ in Memory of Dr. Koch by the GHHA physicians. If anyone else would like to contribute to the 
fund please· contact E.Curry at 501-4800 
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